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Overview of content

The focus of the speaking unit will be chosen by the centre in
consultation with the

student and will relate to the following themes: media, travel and
culture or sport, leisure and work.

Overview of assessment

* This unit is externally assessed.

* Students will be expected to demonstrate an ability to use the
language for different purposes and in different settings, although
these can relate to the same theme. The examination features two
tasks.

1. A focused, picture-based discussion or presentation (with follow-
up questions related to a chosen theme).

2. A general conversation related to a chosen theme.
Students must undertake these tasks in a specified/timetabled assessment

window between March and May and all performances must be
recorded.

* Timing: 8-10 minutes in total with half of the time
(approximately) spent on each task.
* Total number of marks is 50.
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Introduction
Students must undertake two tasks in this unit:
1. A picture-based discussion or presentation (with following questions) related to a chosen

theme
2. A general conversation related to a chosen theme

Picture-based discussions
You could use a picture of a member of your family or your favourite football team or

favourite sport, food or country. Your presentation should relate to the theme of your chosen
picture.

Presentations

The following are possible titles for presentations that students could deliver (up to
a maximum of 2 minutes within a total assessment time of 4-5 minutes) before
responding to related questions.

Naturally, there is considerable potential for students to propose different
presentations that coincide with their individual interests.

It is expected that students become familiar with preparing for and delivering
presentations.

Teachers may help prepare their students to undertake this test type in general
terms but must refrain from feeding back on any rehearsed presentations specifically
intended for a final assessment.

Many of the titles below are quite open ended to ensure access to a range of
candidates. Different students will handle the presentations in different ways. It is
anticipated that, whereas some candidates will provide limited information and
description possibly with a simple opinion, others will expand on these and introduce
more extended language with a variety of more complex vocabulary and language
structures, time references etc.

It is important that follow-up questions are targeted at individual students to enable
them to maximise their performance and, where appropriate, offer opportunities for
stretch and challenge.
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Arabic GCSE themes and topics:

Media, travel and culture

« An example of a useful website

» An example of a city of culture

» My favourite book/film/television programme/etc
* The . . . Youth Orchestra/Youth Theatre/etc

* Why mobile phones are important

» An example of a great actor/artist/musician/etc
» Go to the cinema or watch a DVD?

» The (Glastonbury) Festival

Sport, leisure and work

* The best/worst match that | have played in/seen
* Why sport is important

* My local sports centre/gym

* An example of a skilled sportsperson

* My nomination for ‘Sports personality of the year’
» Looking forward to the 2012 Olympics

* Why | enjoy Wimbledon/le Tour de France/etc

» My favourite hobby

Media, travel and culture

» Exchange visits — an excellent opportunity

» Welcome to . . . (presentation of resort/hotel/youth activity Holiday Company)
* A holiday on the beach or in the snow?

* My best/worst holiday

 Be green - holiday at home!

 Car or public transport?

« A typical day in the life of a holiday representative/flight attendant/tourist
information officer

» The advantages of ‘InterRail’

Sport, leisure and work

» Work experience is/is not useful for young people

 Using languages at work

* My part time job

* My ideal/worst job

* My career plans

* ... (presentation of a product/service/company)

* A typical day fora .......

* ... and its local economy
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Task 1: Title of you presentation:
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Picture of the student’s favorite football team,
sport or sports star
(to be supplied by candidate)

T3] Adaa s Lag gl 10 B oY Juadl g (a1
Who is the best player in this team? Why is he the best?

faad) 3 sl eV clia A L 2

What are the attributes of a leading player?

913al g TAsualall alladl LulS iy jlaa & el ) Lag § allad) GulS il e Cpaili Ja 3

Do you follow the world cup? What do you think of World Cup matches? Why?
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* QUi A adll) 3 S At draa) La 4

What’s the importance of football in our life?

*?M\J\@m@)@ﬁu‘&ﬂ\msﬁu&g&ﬁ S

Imagine you are a manager of this team, what will you do to make it better?

3 ,E’?I'Tl
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Picture of the student’s family, member of
family or picture of a family
(to be supplied by candidate)

5 9uall 038 & A0 1 1
Why did you choose this picture?

telid] o AT il y ) @l g i gL L 2

What is your dad/your mum/your brother/your sister like?

eyl T aa Bile (il 1ia 3

What do you usually do with your family?
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L a3 3.;/; - - - o/; : ~
% ?UAJAV‘.L\LLG&A«_\MMLAA
What did you do with your family lately?

Cadlil) pUSEN aaY) o) a g3 (st X (i .5

Where will you go next Saturday/Sunday/Tuesday with your family?
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¢ dlia ) cund Ja g Sl aY) adi Al i A1

Where are the pyramids? Did you go there?

allad) 3 Lalacd) allaal) (o W e e cla) AY) Sras 53 La 2

What makes the pyramids different from other tourist attractions in the world?

?)3lal €(s AT 3 ) W) i b 3
Would visit the pyramids again? Why?
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1090 0al Cl g 1ila e B Aaluad) (6 8 4S8 Adgdant () (Bt i illa 131 4

If a friend asked you to give him an idea about tourism in Egypt what will you tell him?

% 9)3Lal g Phagall uilaad) ) cull jla Ll (aind 08 «gaad) LAl uilas aa) cilal jaY) CilS 5

The pyramids were one of the 7 wonders of the world; do you think they still are? Why?
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Possible questions (General conversation) - Arabic

The following questions are indicative of the sort of questions that you may ask your students
when undertaking formal speaking tests. These are not prescriptive and you may use or adapt
these questions and, of course, use questions of your own appropriate to the individual context
and/or picture based discussions.

el 4 ga Juabl A La ]
What’s your favourite hobby?

08 s dlgd Alke (B Cppuali\ (i 5 Va2

What do you wear in the weekend?

el 138 Cuy Aol g) (A ag ) A T3l S ualall dadli o8 L 3
What’s your favourite programme? Why? What day and what time is the programme shown?
el 1l ¢ A e Laiuwd) UJ\ Q,\Al A 4

Did you go to the cinema lately? What did you watch?
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Sl A € (ha pa TCuaaad) a9y plova (i 0l 5

Where will you go on Saturday evening? With whom? How much will it cost you?

(51aha 18 gdia) Tl 138 S (S 91 A B i B 13la SAadlaal) (paad J& 6
Do you like reading? What did you read recently? What was the book like? (Useful/ passionate)

13lal g Selial Aladall Ao gall 43 80 AL 7
What is your favourite band? Why?

¢ oudhal) S S TCuad (pl Tulad 13la gl Cilia g S € dalall alad) Slilke Cuud oyl 8
Where did you spend your holiday last year? How did you get here? What did you do? Where did you stay? What was the weather like?
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el g clld i o) B ALIL o) 8 ilally jded) Cpladl 2 9

Do you prefer travelling by plane or by boat or other mean of transport?

¢ lihia b el | Gladll cladd (e 2255 13l 10

What is there for young people/ tourists in your area?

LEsas AN A il |\ Al A 11

Describe the town / village where you live?

felilian (A Coplad \Cp 3 \CrU9 S O Oostobaiant 13a dails 23S 130,12

If you were a tourist what can you visit/ see/ do in your town?
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Sl ¢yl C2S Al i€ 13,13

If you were a tourist how can you spend your time?

% SRl 13gy Cpaat | (ppa iad il il (3adadi 8k Auadd A 14
Describe a personality that deserves your admiration and respect? Why do you respect/ admire this person?

¢ TN 13 Qe ala €0y g0 808N Baalda A da iy ) Jaadl o)) e o881 65 Ja .15
Do you agree that people today watch too much TV? What are the reasons for your point of view?

* 913l fdaga JLAY) () (paiiad .16
Do you think that news are important? Why?
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€ gh (S (A Alaially \ Apally el W, 17

What do you think of the town/ area that you live in?

* 91l g Cpdimt o)) Cpladl oy o JLEAY) SliCa) o118

If you have the choice, where would you live? Why?

*“LHM@JM&JW]_Q

Describe a school trip you went on?

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Sdaald 3 A J\Oﬁ) Al 3 O§\20

Where will you travel next year?
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913lal g Telaal Ay ) £ 5 Juad) A La
What is your favourite sport? Why?

filal g Sehal Jadal) Jaal) 98 Lag €8 ol ) pmati Cl 2
Where do you like to go shopping? What is your favourite shop? Why?

cralall plal) (b dSa 3 Aplia 06 (Ao 3
Talk to me about your birthday last year

Saild )ilag €(ha g € palall i) a5 Auad ol 4
Where did you go last Saturday? With who? What did you do?




0S| b b g (puialli iS5

What do you do in your spare time?

91dlal g Aaal) | gl Caigs A L6

Are you interested in health? Why?

felilaiay) (pa elgad) aay aliiatiu (A 7

How will you celebrate the end of the exams?
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Sh Lag Thujiall (8 Ldaa p2i Al ) gall 22 a9
How many subjects do you study at school? What are they?

A aall A Lale Lags e, 10

Describe a typical day at school?

0 Smlant 13la g 96 gaea) Ailgd Allae B\ plusall 4y (gl Jas lal a1
Do you have work you have to do at home in the evening/ in the weekend? What will you do? When?

gl Al 2 8L (puladl J3a 9138 Alae e (S pS,12
How much do you earn from doing this work? What do you do with the money?
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o1l € Jatiuall uﬁ aﬂ".ug.n OeSa o) u,g.\&ﬂ jaka 13
What do you want to in the future? (Job)

il 138 ala oS Sdand) 83 i o fuluaadl gal) ey yai b culed )3l 14
What did you do for your work experience? How long did it last?

* Pyl dyiay ABLLy A Culadl ) g 1l 15
What do you do to stay fit?

* Lgduaal O il i) dad gall) dllanl) oo Aldas 16
Talk about your ideal holiday?




* ¢ ilalg SlBuaY) pa dlhe A cuaadi o dlian 3,88 L) cp 5 Ja 17
Do you think it’s a good idea to goo on holiday with friends? Why?

* fladidi g o cplaadt crladl o)) g 13 18
What do you need to do to get a job?

* Shand) 13 Al L SIS Ay (e il Jas a9y AAa,19
Describe a typical day at work? What do you think of this work?

* Scuadation) ¢ Lgad kS 13la g Selin jaa 8 i La 20
What do you think of your school? What would you change in it if you can?




Notes:

Remember to give long and extended answers

Use generic language to enhance the content of your answers

Use time phrases in all three tenses where applicable

Use descriptions and beware of adjectival agreements in

gender and in number

When you give opinions ensure you justify your opinions

e Use more than one tense where applicable to enrich your
answers

e Speak loud and clear

Also remember...
e Good revision and a good performance in your speaking exam
should help you achieve a good result in your writing, reading
and listening exams.

Wishing you all luck in your exams,

Mr Taoufig Cherkaoui
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